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JEW. 


[JERMITa fellow-ſinner,though 
a poor deſpiſed Gentile, from a 
lincere regard to your preſent and 
eternal happineſs, to engage your 
attention for a few moments, to a 
ſubject, which, from the natural en- 
mity of the human heart, and the 
prejudice of education, you have 
hitherto been taught to deſpiſe and 
neglect; I mean, the ſcripture evi- 
dences to- the Mefliahſhip of that 
bleſſed Jeſus who came from heaven 
B2 « tg 


„ 
© to raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, to 
reſtore the preſerved of Iſrael, and 
to give light to the Gentiles, that he 
_ be the Salvation of all the 
ends of the Earth.” Iſaiah xlix. 6. 
May that eternal Jehovah, who at 
firſt commanded the light to ſhine 
out of darkneſs, ſhine on your heart 
---diſpel your prejudices---and at- 
tend this humble effort with an ef- 
fectual bleſſing to your ſoul. With 
a view to this, let me, 

Fir/t, Refer you to ſome of thoſe 
felf-evident prophecies reſpecting 
the Meſhah, which have had the 
moſt circumſtantial accompliſhment 
in the Loid Jeſus Chriſt. 

1. Of his Incarnation—Iſaiah 
vii. 14. „ Behold a Virgin ſhall 
conceive and bear a Son, and ſhall 
call his name Immanuel,” (i. e. God 
with us) —Iſaiah ix. 6. © For unto 
us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given, and the Government ſhall be 

upon 
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upon his ſhoulder, and his name 
ſhall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
ſellor, the mighty God, the ever- 
laſting Father, the Prince of Peace.“ 
Iſaiah x). 3, 4, 5- The voice of 
him that crieth in the wilderneſs, 
Tepare ye the way of the Lord, 
nake ſtraight in the deſart an high- 
way for our Gop. Every valley 
{hall be exalted, and every mountain 
and hill ſhall be made low: and the 
crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, and 
the rough places plain. And the 
glory of the LoRD ſhall be revealed, 
and all fleih ſhall ſce it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord hath 
ſpoken it.” Micah v. 2. «But thou 
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thouſands of 
Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he come 
forth unto me, that is to be ruler in 
Iſrael; whoſe goings forth have been 
of old, from everlaſting.” - 

2, Of the circumſtances under 
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which Meſſiah ſhould be born; and 
ſurely the Prophet Iſaiah had a very 
different view of them, from what 
you have been taught to expect, 

when he ſaid, Chap. Itii. 2, 3. © He 
ſhall grow up before him as a tender 
plant, and as a root out of a dry 
ground; he hath no farm nor come- 
lineſs: and when we ſhall ſee him, 
there is no beauty that we ſhould 
deſire him. He is deſpiſed and re- 
jected of men; a man of ſorrows and 
acquainted with grief: and we hid 
as it were our faces from him. He 
was deſpiſed, and we eſteemed him 
not.“ — Had Iſaiah been on earth 
when Meſſiah came, he could not 
have deſcribed the circumſtances 
under which he appeared, more 
minutely, | | - 

3. Of che great and glorious ends 
for which Meſſiah was manifeſted 
in cur nature. Daniel ix. 24. © Se- 
venty weeks are determined upon 
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my people and upon the holy city, 
to finiſh trauſgreſſion, and make an 
end of ſins, and to make reconciliation 
for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up 
the viſion and prophecy, and to 
anoint the moſt Holy.” Zech. xii. 
7. „Awake, O ſword, againſt my 
ſhepherd, and againſt the man that 
is my fellow, faith the LokD of 
HosTs: ſmite the ſhepherd, and the 
{ſheep ſhall be ſcattered: and I will 
turn my hand upon the little ones.” 
Haiah xlii. 21.“ The LokD is well 
pleaſed for his righteouſneſs? ſake : 
He wil magnify the law, and make 

it honourable,” | 
4. Of the bleſſings reſulting to 
mankind from Meſſiah's appearance 
in the fleſh — Iſaiah xxv. 6, 7, 8. 
And in this mountain ſhall the 
Loxp of Hoſts make unto all peo- 
ple a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of 
wines on the lees well refined. And 
70 : he 


48 
he ſhall deſtroy on this mountain the 


face of the covering caſt over all 


people, and the veil that is ſpread 
over all nations. And he ſhall fwal- 
low up death in victory; and the 
Lord Gop ſha wipe away tears 
from off all faces : and the rebuke 
of his people ſhall he take away from 
off all the earth: for the Loxp hath 
ſpoken it.“ Ifaiah xxxv. 5, 6. 
Then the eyes of the blind ſhall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf ſhall 
be unſtopped; then ſhall the lame 
man leap as an hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb ſing.” 

5, Of Meade Crucifixion, Re- 


ſurrection, Aſcenſion and Seſſion, 


at his Father's right hand—Pſalm 
xx. 7, 8, 16.“ All they that ſee me 
laugh me to ſcorn ; they ſhoot out 
the lip, they ſhake the head, ſaying, 


He truſted on the Loxp that he 


would deliver him; let him deliver 
him, ſeeing he delighted in him. 
For 
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For dogs have compaſſed me about: 
the aſſembly of the wicked have en- 
cloſed me: they pierced my hands and 
my feet. Pſalm xvi. 9, 10.“ T here- 
fore my heart is glad, and my glory 
rejoiceth : my fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in 
hope. For thou wilt not leave my 
ſoul in hell (i. e. the place of the 
dead), neither wilt thou ſuffer thine 
holy one to ſee corruption.” Pſalm 
xlvii. 5 6,7. God is gone up with 
a ſhout, the Lok with the ſound of 
a trumpet, Sing praiſes unto Gor, 
ling praiſes: ſing praiſes unto our 
King, ſing praiſes. For Gop is the 
King of all the earth: ſing ye praiſes 
with underſtanding.” Pſalm Ixviii. 
18. * Thou haſt aſcended on high, 
thou haſt led captivity captive : thou 
| haſt received gifts for men: yea, for 
the rebellious alſo, that the LoRD 
Gon might dwell among them.” 
Pſalm ii. C.“ Yet have I ſet my King 
upon my holy hill of Zion.” 2 

xxii. 
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Ixxii. 17. „His name fhall endure 
forever: his name ſhall. be conti- 
nued as long as the ſun: and men 
ſhall be bleſſed in him: All nations 
ſhall call him bleſſed.“ Ifaiah ix. 7. 
Of the increaſe of his government 
and peace there ſhall be no end up- 
on the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to 
eſtabliſh it, with judgment and with 
Juſtice, from henceforth even for 
ever.” Should the Lord be pleaſed 
to illuminate your mind while you 
read the above ſcriptures, ſurely you 
cannot but ſee that they have all 
been minutely fulfilled in that bleſſed 
Jefus whom we worſhip. Sufferme, 
Secondly, To adduce the teſtimo- 
nies of thoſe who had the beſt means 
of informing themſelves of the true 
character of Jeſus, and of his conduct 
while he dwelt on earth ; I mean his 
diſciples and followers. I am aware 


you 
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you will object to their evidence; 
but allow me to aſk, on what 
grounds? Will vou ſay, that they 
were impoſtors, and -had an end to 
anſwer in impoſing on our credulity ? 
I aſk, what ſiniſter end could they 
propoſe to themſelves? Was there 
any thing fo alluring in poverty, 
reproach, perſecution, impriſonment 
and death, to tempt them to invent a 
falſehood, when ſuch were the re- 
wards had to expect from men. 
for their fidelity to their divine maſ- 
ter and his cauſe? Vet we ſee that 
they loved not their liyes: for his 
ſake, they were tortured, and would 
not accept of deliverance, that they 
might receive a better reſurrection; 
Willi you aſſert that they were fools 
and madmen ? A reference to their 
writings is a ſufficient anſwer to ſa 
empty a cavil, Should you continue 
deaf to the teſtimony of Chriſt's 
faithful followers and friends, let me 
tn 5 intreat 
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mtreat you to liſten to the witneſs 
of his enemies; and in this cauſe, we 
will admit even the evidence of Ju- 
das; for his character, vile as it is, 
witneſſes to the ſpotleſs innocence 
of the meek Meſſiah. Whence aroſe 
that compunction which filled his 
tortured breaſt, and precipitated him 
into the horrid crime of ſelf- murder? 
Was it becauſe he had given up an 
impoſtor into the hands of his ene- 
mies? No; that which ſtung bis 
guilty ſoul was, that he had betrayed 
the innocent blood of his Lord and 
Maſter.— Let me, to the teſtimony 
of Judas, ſubjoin that of Caiaphas, 
who, being High Prieſt the year in 
which Meſſiah was cut off, ſaid, by 
the ſpirit of prophecy to the Sanhe- 
drim, Ve know nothing at all, 
nor conſider that it is expedient for 
us, that one man die for the people, 
and that the whole nation periſb not: 
Nor ought we to forget the teſti- 
r | mony 
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1 
mony of Pilate 8 ſat in 
on eſus; fort though he Seierl us up 
the innocent ſufferer to a. cruel and 
unmerited | death, to gratify the 
Jews, he was conſtrained repeatedly 
to eſtily that he found no fault in 
c 


him rmif me, 

Thirdly, To. notice the mira- 
culous preſervation of the Goſpel of 
Jeſus to the preſent day; for ſurely, 
it may be conſidered as à ſtanding 
miracle, if we rellect, 

1. On the oppoſition which it has 
had to encounter and overcome, 
from the unbelievirig hearts of men, 
and the rage of Jewiſh and Hea- 
theniſh oppoſers: yet it has prevail- 
ed over all, and is till prevailing. 
May its benign influences, by the 
bleſſing of the . Hol Spirit, read 
far and wide! till all the kingdoms 
5 the earth become the kingdom 

f our God and of his Chriſt, and 

ie ſaving n of E manuel's 
name 
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name cover the earth as the watets 
do the channels of the great deep, 
even until that angient prophecy be 
fulfilled, (Pſalm lxxii, 8.) c He ſhall 
have dominion from ſea. to ſea, and 
from the river to the ends of the 
earth.” —In the view of this, how 
did David rejoice in ſpirit, when he 
ſaid, Pſalm cx. 1, 2, 3, © The Lokp 
faid unto my Lord, fit thou at my 
right hand, until I make thine enc- 
mies thy footſtool. The LorDp ſhall 
ſend the rod of thy ſtrength out of 
Zion: rule thou in the midſt of thine 
enemies. Thy people ſhall be willing 
in the day of thy power, in the beau- 
ties of holineſs ; from the womb of 
the morning thou haſt the dew of 

thy youth.“ HRS 

2. If we view the inſtruments by 
whom the Goſpel was at firſt, and 
is now generally preached; to the 
eye of carnal reaſon, it was utterly 
unlikely that a few illiterate fiſher- 
| men 
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men ſbould be the means of ſetting 
up a ſpiritual kingdom in the world, 
which all the combined powers of 
men and devils cannot overturn,-— 
Yet, ſuch is the fact—and we have 
ſtill the Goſpel treaſure. in earthen 
veſſels, that the excellency of the 
power may (manifeſtly) be of God, 
and not of man. 

3. If we conſider the awful viſi- 
tations of Gop upon the perſecutors 
and oppoſers of the Goſpel and peo- 
ple of Chriſt, what affecting exam- 
ples are exhibited in the hiſtory of 
your nation, and in that of the Ro- 
mans, to prove, that none ever did, 
or ſhall, harden their hearts againſt 
Jeſus, and proſper ! 

4. How evidently. was the hand 
of Gop's vengeance diſplayed againi! 
thoſe pretended Chriſts, who, as the 
Lord Jeſus. had predicted, aſſumed 
that ſacred character, after his aſcen-- 
ſion into Heaven. One of the molt 
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remarkable of thoſe was Barchohab, 
called the Son of the Star, to whom 
not only the common people of the 
Jews, but even ſome of the Rabbins 
Joined themſelves, and aided him 
againſt the Romans, until he and 
mauy others miſerably periſhed, 
about forty years after the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem. After him another 
impoſtor, named Bencozbi, aroſe, 
for whom the Jews that remained 
built a city called Bitter, and took 
this pretended” Chriſt to be their 
King; but the Emperor Adrian 
having conquered that city, took the 
unhappy deceiver, and . beheaded 
him: Fn the reign of Theodoſius the 
Second, one Moſes, of Crete, acted 
the ſame part; and fo deJuded were 
many of the Fla Som at his com- 
mand they threw themſelves from 
the top of a promontory into the ſea: 
at length the Jews, ſeeing thernſe] ves 
deceived, ſought to take him ; = 
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he eſcaped out of their hands. In the 
Far 1135, one David Abroi, or 

avid; el..David, gave out that he 
was the Meſſiah, The King of Peri: 
laid hold on him; but he found meas 
to eſcape from his.confinement.. At 
length the Jews, to prevent the rum 
which threatened them on his ac- 
count, made him a grand entertatt- 
ment, and, when he was ſtupificd 
with drink, cut off his head, and pra- 
ſented it to the King. We read all 
of one called the King of Thabor, 
who ſet, himſelf up as the Chrift, 
tor which Charles the Fifth cauſeq 
him to be ſeized and burned alive ; 
and Maimonides, mentions four pro- 
tended Chriſts who. ſprang up in 
France and Spain.—Allow.me, _ 

Fourthly, Lo aſſert, that the ma- 
lancholy condition to which your 
nation is reduced, affords us all it: 
proof which fact can give, that cha 
true Meſſiah hath appeared Han 
Eh & 3 W 2 
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we not in your affecting eircum- 
ſtances the moſt infallible evidence 
that Hoſea wrote under the influence 
of the prophetie ſpirit, when he ſaid 
long before the event obtained) 
Chapter iii. verſe 4; © That the 
children of Iſrael ſhonld abide many 
days without a king, and without a 
prince, and without a facriſice, and 
without an image, and without an 
ephod, and without teraphim.”” Why 
do we fee you as a people in this 
miſerable ſtate - your civiF and ec- 
eleſiaſtical polity overthrown, your 
city and temple deſtroyed, and you, 
like poor outeaſts, ſcattered over the 
face of the habitable globe? Is it 
not — alas for you! heeauſe ye 
knew not the day of your viſitation 
= it not a e | — 
riking prophecy reſpecting the 
Mefliah which Sing 1 ſpake, 
when he ſaid, Gen. xlix. 10. 
The Sceptre ſhall not depart from 
| Judah, 
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Judah, nor a law-giver from between 
his feet, until Shiloh come: and un- 


to him ſhall the 3 of the peo- 
2 be. * x: 
*-'6 Of this iNuſtrioud: Pro hoey 
uttered near eigh ghteen na Prophecy — 
be fore the birth of Chriſt, eivil biſto- 
ry may be con ſidered as the beſt com- 
mentary. We find that the Seeptre did 
not actually depart, but) begin to de- 
part from Judaly, or verge towards a 
departure, withiwlittlemorethan half 
a Century prior to the nativity of Je- 
ſus, when Jeruſalem as beſieged aud 
takenb y Pompey: and Art{tobulusTI. 
then Kin g of Judea, was ſent priſonet 
to Rome. —As the manifeſtation of 
Gow in our nature drew nearer, the 
ſymptoms of the departing * — — 
"ow ſtill more viſible. The ſucceſſive 
expeditions of — — 
Caffias, againſt this dovgted people, 
contributed to prepare the way for the 
lulhlment of Jacob's prediction, and 


in 
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in fact pointed that Shiloh would 
oo appear.“ 

Ihe See ptre, howeves, was not 
88 —— from Judah : their 
civil power and independency, 
though checked, Was. not extinguiſh- 
ed, They were {till governed by 
Magiſtrates, of their own; and even 
treated on various occaſions, not as 
dependants, but as friends and allies 
of the Roman ſtate, | 
A few years after, when Herod 
(Aatteringly ſurnamed the SA 

native of Edom, was appointed Te- 
trarch, and ſoon after King of Judea, 
chiefly through his intereſt with Mark 
Antony, the prophecy drewnearer to 
its accompliſhment. But, though the 
throne was now for the firſt time filled 
bya foreiguex, yet that foreigner was 

aP rofeflorofJudaiſm, Herodrevered, 
Or 


My ſoul rejoiceth in a believing 
hope, that the wo is not far remote, 
in 
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in which the nations that have long 
fat in Popiſh, Mahometan and Pa- 
| — 
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or affected to revere, the Moſaic inſti- 
tutions: and even rebuilt the 
at a vaſt experice, The ſubordinate 
Magiſtry, alſo, conſiſted of Jews: as 
did the Satthedrim, which was their 
higheſt court of judicature. The 
Sceptre, though _— faſt, was 
not entirely gone from Judah ere 
Shiloh came, Chriſt was born towards 
the cloſe of this Herod's reign: i.e, 
while the /political and eccleſiaſtical 
ate of Judea were 2 Hered, 
indeed, was in {ome ſenſe tr ibutary to 
the Roman Empire; but the Jews fer 
the moſt part were in full poſſeſſion of 
their civil and religious rights. 
When Jefus was about twelve years 
of age, the Sceptre totally departed 
from Judah. For Herod (who died 
while he was yet an infant) was ſuc- 
ceeded by his ſon, Archelus, who, after 
reigning about ten years, was 3 
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gan darkneſs, -ſhall ariſe, and come 
to the brightneſs of our Shiloh; and 
in which, agreeable to the prophecy 
of Hoſea, Chap. iii. 5. The chil- 


dren 


and baniſhed by the Emperor Augul- 
tus. From thenceforward the tribe of 
Judah, which had been ſo long famed 
for its dignity and pre- eminence, was 
reduced to a Roman Province, and 
became an appendage to the Empire, 
Quirinus, Prefect of Syria, was com- 
miſhaned to take poſſeſſion of it in 
the Emperor's name; and Coponius, 
a Roman Knight, was ſent to preſide 
over it, Thus did the Sceptre depart 
from Judah, and a lawgiver, from be- 
tween his feet. Auguſtus drove the 
nail to the head; and Titus clinched 
it, Within forty years after the Lord's 
Crucifixion: when the City and 
Temple were utterly deſtroyed, and 
thoſe of the Jews, who, eſcaped im- 
mediate death, were ſold for ſlaves 
into every part of the known world.“ 
See Toplady on Gen, xlix, 10. 
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dren of Iſrael ſhall return, and ſeek 
the Lord their Gop, and Davip 
(i. e. the beloved) their KI; and 
ball fear the LorD, and his goodneſs 
in the latter days.” God grant that 
Jew and Gentile may ſpeedily join, 
with une heart and voice, in that 
univerſal 'ſong of the redeeme 
« Worthy is the Lamb that was 
ſlain, to receive power, and riches, 
and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and ho- 
nour, and bleſſing, for ever and 
ever.” Amen. 
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Your unknown, 
But ſincere Friend, 
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Nor all the blood of beaſts 
On Jewiſtaltars ſlain, [ peace, 
Could give the guilty conſcience 
Or iwaſh-away the ſtain: 
But Chriſt, the heav'nly Lamb, 
Takes all our ſins away; 
A ſacrifice of nobler name, 
And richer blood than they. 
My Faith would lay her hand 
On that dear head of thine, 
- While like a penitent I ſtand, 
And there confeſs my ſin. 
My ſoul looks back to ſee 
he burdens thou didſt bear, 
When hanging on the curſed tree, 
And hopes her guilt was there. 
Believingz we rejoĩ ce 
To 8 curks remove; [ voice, 
We bleſs the Lamb, with chearful 
And ing his pleeding love. 
2 N 5 
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